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808 Commonly Used Chinese Characters
in China, Japan and the ROK

5

The 808 Commonly Used Chinese Characters were proposed at the Northeast Asia 
Trilateral Forum (NATF) sponsored by Japan’s Nikkei Shimbun, China’s Xinhua News 
Agency, and ROK’s JoongAng Ilbo. The NATF brings together opinion leaders of 
China, Japan, and the ROK in the areas of politics, economy, academia, and culture to 
discuss regional cooperation and exchanges as well as various issues in each country. 
As an effort to extract Chinese characters that symbolizes the common culture and are 
frequently used by the three countries, Chinese characters specialists from each country 
held discussions after discussions to select the 808 characters. Based on the draft of “800 

Hokkaido) and the trilateral expert meeting held in October, 2013 (Suzhou, China), the 
revised version of the chart was submitted to the 9th NATF in April, 2014 (Yangzhou, 
China).
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靑

央

茶

淸

靑

央

茶



26 27

Same Characters with Same Meanings

山道

引導

無期

無視

無理

 

市民

討論

安心　

衣料  

各地

價値

軍備

考慮

雜費

多數

地位

詐欺

位置

醫療  

困難

孤獨

固有

治安

注意 

治療

夜間

按摩 

殘餘

獨身

誘導

要注意

家具　

高度

準備

調和

都市

野心

溫度 

期間

散步

短期

道理

道路

簡易

簡單

躊躇
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Same Characters with Different Meanings

丁 寧

工 夫

大 家

上 手

丈 夫

小 人

上 品
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下 品

化 粧 紙

出 來

皮 肉

節 目

用 心

交 代

約 束

先 生
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遠 慮

邪 魔

汽 車

階 段

告 訴

來 日

單 位

學 長

質 問

迷 惑
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差 別

勉 强

結 束

便 宜

愛 人

家 內

眞 面 目

高 等 學 校

夢 中

檢 討

顔 色
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Same Characters with Different Meanings 

一衣帶水

以心傳心

一心同體

深謀遠慮

吳越同舟
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Same Characters with Different Meanings 

百折不撓

八方美人

季布一諾

剛毅木訥

共存共榮

益者三友
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Same Characters with Different Meanings 

口蜜腹劍

刎頸之交

朝令暮改

危機一髮

四面楚歌

暗中摸索
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Same Characters with Different Meanings 

切磋琢磨 有無相生

天衣無縫

水滴石穿

鼓腹擊壤
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Popular Words Among the Youth in the Three Countries
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About the TCS

 MOU of the Establishment of the TCS

Agreement on the Establishment of the TCS
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About the TCS
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About the TCS
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